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Fall Board Meeting: Grove Park Inn

The GDLA Board of Directors
enjoyed a spectacular setting for its
Fall Meeting at the Grove Park Inn
in Asheville, North Carolina,
October 21-23, 2011.

In attendance were Officers
and Executive Committee:
President Mel Haas of Constangy
Brooks & Smith, Macon; Executive
Vice President Lynn Roberson of
Swift Currie McGhee & Hiers,
Atlanta; Secretary-Treasurer Ted
Freeman of Freeman Mathis &
Gary, Atlanta; Immediate Past
President Bubba Hughes of
Callaway Braun Riddle & Hughes,
Savannah; and Past President
Staten Bitting of Fulcher Hagler,
Augusta.  Vice Presidents: Hall
McKinley of Drew Eckl & Farnham,
Atlanta; Kirby Mason of Hunter
Maclean, Savannah; and Peter
Muller of Goodman McGuffey
Lindsey & Johnson, Savannah.
Board of Directors members: Sally
Akins of Ellis Painter Ratterree &
Adams, Savannah Craig Avery of
Cowsert & Avery; Athens; Lance
Greene of McNatt Greene &
Peterson, Vidalia; Rusty Gunn of
Martin Snow, Macon; Dart
Meadows of Balch & Bingham,
Atlanta; Brian Moore of Drew Eckl
& Farnham, Atlanta; Jeff Ward of
Gilbert Harrell Sumerford &
Martin, Brunswick; and Jamie
Weston of Trotter Jones, Augusta.
Past Presidents:  Salty Forbes of
Forbes Foster & Pool, Savannah;
and Bob Travis of Bryan Cave,
Atlanta. Also present were
Education Committee chair Wayne
Melnick and Executive Director
Jennifer Davis. 

The group gathered in
President Mel Haas’s suite on

Friday evening for a wel-
come reception, then
adjourned to the Grove
Park Inn Dining Room for
its famous seafood buffet. 

The Board of
Directors held its busi-
ness meeting on Saturday
morning, and then the
afternoon was free to
enjoy the area’s many
amenities. That evening,
Board members and

spouses/guests again convened for
happy hour before dinner on their
own.

Following are highlights from
the Board meeting:

 The GDLA currently has
598 members. The individuals
listed on page 6 were proposed for
membership and unanimously
accepted.

 Membership Recruitment
Committee vice-chair Dart
Meadows presented his group’s
proposal for a membership drive,
RecruitOne, which he and chair
Chris Parker developed with inspi-
ration from the Atlanta Business
Chronicle’s successful Hire One
initiative. See article on page 1 for
more details.

• Education Committee chair
Wayne Melnick delivered his com-
mittee’s report on past and present
CLE seminars. As Mel Haas
reports in his President’s Page on
page 3, the Education Committee
has been very busy delivering high
quality, defense focused educa-
tional seminars for GDLA mem-
bers. The Board commended
Wayne and his committee for their
outstanding efforts.

 Substantive Law
Committee (SLC) vice-chair Brian
Moore reviewed the list of SLC
leaders and the number of mem-
bers per SLC.

 The Board discussed being
more proactive in getting young
lawyers (YL) involved and dis-
cuessed the Alabama Defense
Lawyers Association’s active YL
section, which has its own officers
much like the State Bar’s Young
Lawyers Division. The Board voted
to create a YL Committee, with a

chair being appointed by the GDLA
President; the chair shall serve as
an ex officio member of the Board
with voting power. The YL commit-
tee shall have two vice-chairs, one
of whom shall serve as a liaison to
the Education Committee to help
with YL-focused seminars. A
younger lawyer shall be defined as
36 years old or younger.

 Meetings chair and Past
President Staten Bitting reviewed
the upcoming meetings schedule,
which can be found on the
Calendar page at www.gdla.org.

 Website Committee vice-
chair Lance Greene presented a
report on behalf of chair Dave
Nelson that hopes to enhance the
content in the members’ only area
of the GDLA website by soliciting
help from SLC leaders. The Board
reviewed a draft letter that will
seek contributions from the SLCs
for the Tort Reform Database and
Brief Bank. The Board also
reviewed a synopsis of the current
content available online in both
areas. 

 Sponsorship Committee
chair Peter Muller announced the
addition of Matson Driscoll &
Damico financial accountants as a
new Platinum sponsor for the
remainder of 2011. The Board then
reviewed the current benefits and
pricing structure for the three
sponsorship levels; they voted to
increase the rates for each level,
while grandfathering the current
sponsors for one more year.

 Education Committee
chair Wayne Melnick and
Executive Director Jennifer Davis
presented the Trial Academy
report on behalf of program chair
Matt Moffett. The 2012 Trial
Academy agenda was updated to
include a mediation component,
featuring GDLA Platinum sponsors
BAY Mediation & Arbitration and
Miles Mediation & Arbitration. It is
hoped the lower turnout experi-
enced in 2011 was an anomaly;
after this year’s Trial Academy con-
cludes, the Board will review
whether to maintain its annual
schedule.

 DRI State Representative

82372_Winter12NL  1/6/2012  1:10 PM  Page 32


































	82372_Proof_001.pdf
	82372_Proof_002.pdf
	82372_Proof_003.pdf
	82372_Proof_004.pdf
	82372_Proof_005.pdf
	82372_Proof_006.pdf
	82372_Proof_007.pdf
	82372_Proof_008.pdf
	82372_Proof_009.pdf
	82372_Proof_010.pdf
	82372_Proof_011.pdf
	82372_Proof_012.pdf
	82372_Proof_013.pdf
	82372_Proof_014.pdf
	82372_Proof_015.pdf
	82372_Proof_016.pdf
	82372_Proof_017.pdf
	82372_Proof_018.pdf
	82372_Proof_019.pdf
	82372_Proof_020.pdf
	82372_Proof_021.pdf
	82372_Proof_022.pdf
	82372_Proof_023.pdf
	82372_Proof_024.pdf
	82372_Proof_025.pdf
	82372_Proof_026.pdf
	82372_Proof_027.pdf
	82372_Proof_028.pdf
	82372_Proof_029.pdf
	82372_Proof_030.pdf
	82372_Proof_031.pdf
	82372_Proof_032.pdf
	82372_Proof_033.pdf
	82372_Proof_034.pdf
	82372_Proof_035.pdf
	82372_Proof_036.pdf
	82372_Proof_037.pdf
	82372_Proof_038.pdf
	82372_Proof_039.pdf
	82372_Proof_040.pdf
	82372_Proof_041.pdf
	82372_Proof_042.pdf
	82372_Proof_043.pdf
	82372_Proof_044.pdf
	82372_Proof_045.pdf
	82372_Proof_046.pdf
	82372_Proof_047.pdf
	82372_Proof_048.pdf

